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Weather Perfect for the ECCA Skating Party 
The weather on Sunday, February 7 could not have been better for the 
skaters and volunteers strapping on the blades and enjoying a skate on the 
Princes Island Park Lagoon. They also enjoyed hot chocolate, cookies, 
treats, a fire to warm the toes and could partake in a skate fundraiser for 
KidSport, all hosted by the Eau Claire Community Association. This was 
the sixth year that the ECCA has hosted a skating party at the Lagoon and 
this year with the weather co-operating greatly there were many out to 
enjoy the day. Along with skating, outdoor curling was available for fun. 
KidSport provided the Skate Shack where free skate rentals were available 
to all. KidSport believes that no kid should be left on the sidelines and 
provides support in order to remove financial barriers that prevent them 
from playing organised sport. ECCA provided the funds to rent the Skate 
Shack and organised the skate fundraiser by providing bibs and prizes for 
the skaters. 
As with all out door events, this event is weather dependent! But the ice was just 
right only starting to get rather soft later in the afternoon. ECCA thanks the City 
of Calgary for providing the fire pit and wood.We also thank the City for taking 
care of the ice, Karin for providing the prizes for the skaters, KidSport for the 
skate shack, ECCA provided the hot chocolate and tim bits from Tim Horton’s, 

and all the volunteers that offered 
to help.  Let’s continue to build 
community through events such as 
these. Check out the Eau Claire 
Community website to access 
more photos. 



ROBERT COTE
Helping you get where you want to be
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ECCA President’s Report
A critical time is coming for development in Eau Claire 
  
Eau Claire is a great place to live, with ready access to all that downtown has to offer and to the natural 
attractions of the river valley park system.   However many of us would probably agree that it still lacks 
some of the amenities that would make it a full-fledged community in its own right,  To sustain additional 
amenities the answer is simple:  we need more people,  
  
The official Centre City Plan, the more detailed Eau Claire Area Redevelopment Plan (ARP) and the vision 
of the Eau Claire Community Association are all consistent on this:  Eau Claire is conceived primarily as a 
residential community, with a target population of at least 5000 residents.  That’s the kind of population 
base that would help support needed commercial amenities.  At a current population of about 1600 we’re 
well short of that goal.  New projects approved or underway at the Concord Pacific site and on the two 
blocks between Eau Claire and 2nd Avenues and 5th and 7th Streets will, when complete, add substantially 
to the community, but realizing our vision will depend a lot on what happens with three further major 
projects all of which may be coming forward for key approvals in the near future.  These include the 
redevelopment of the Eau Claire Market, the completion of the City Centre project just south of the market 
and on the lot immediately south of the Shaw building. 
  
To realize our vision of Eau Claire as a workable residential community your association considers it 
important that all three of these new projects include a significant residential component, as the ARP and 
existing approvals require.  We are trying to work with members of City Council, city staff and developers 
to protect and stress that objective.  Residents of Eau Claire interested  in learning more about this or 
getting involved are encouraged to contact your building’s ECCA Board representative or to check out our 
website. 

President - Jim Hughes

GreenLine LRT Report

Date Venue Address Time

Tuesday, February 2 TELUS Convention Center 120 9 Ave SE 6-8:30 pm

Wednesday, February 3 St. Henry School 7423 10 St NW 6-8:30 pm

Tuesday, February 9 Rosedale School 905 13 Ave NW 6-8:30 pm

Wednesday, February 10 Mt. View School 2004 4 St NE 6-8:30 pm

Tuesday, February 16 Thorncliffe School 5646 Thorton Rd NW 6-8:30 pm

Green Line is the highest public transit infrastructure priority for The City, and will be Calgary’s next 
LRT line.  This 40 km new transit line will extend from Seton in the southeast, travel through 
downtown, and north up Centre Street to the Northern Hills communities. Once complete, it will 
almost double the size of the existing LRT network, improving the way Calgarians move around the 
city. The Green Line is more than just a transit project; it will connect people and places, integrate 
with new and mature neighbourhoods, and help build liveable, vibrant and sustainable communities. 
Visit www.calgary.ca/GreenLine for more information.  

http://www.calgary.ca/GreenLine
http://www.calgary.ca/GreenLine
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Message from Ward 7 Councillor - Druh Farrell

   When the snowflakes start flying, the City and Calgarians come together to make the 
   season safe, productive, and enjoyable for all. 
   The City’s Roads department works hard to plow, salt, and sand roadways on a 7 day 
   priority schedule. The Parks department quickly clears designated multi-use pathways 
   within 24 hours. Teams often work overnight to keep the greatest number of Calgarians 
   moving safely. Keeping our roads safe for everyone is also a joint effort between the City 
and Calgarians. When it snows, make sure to give yourself more time to reach your destination, and leave a 
greater distance between yourself and the vehicle ahead of you. Please also be extra mindful of people walking 
and cycling, who may struggle more in difficult conditions. Calgary.ca/snow is the one-stop shop for winter 
travel tips, the road conditions map, frequently asked questions, updates, and more. 
Sidewalks are the responsibilities of adjacent property owners and must be cleared within 24 hours. 
Unfortunately, not everyone is able to clear her or his sidewalk. Keeping sidewalks clear of snow and ice can be 
challenging or impossible for seniors and others with limited mobility. Please consider becoming a Snow Angel 
and helping those who are less able. All you need to do is adopt someone’s sidewalk and clear it as you would 
your own. Watch for neighbours who could use help removing snow and lend them a hand. Visit Calgary.ca/
snowangels for more information. 
If you have questions on snow clearing, need to report sidewalks, pathways, or roads that are not cleared, or want 
to recognise the work of a Snow Angel, please call 3-1-1. 

I have long been an advocate for managing the cost of Calgary’s growth. After a decade of debate and billions of 
dollars added to The City’s debt, City Council unanimously agreed to end the “sprawl subsidy” to ensure that 
growth pays for itself. I am extremely proud of this work. 
Over the last year, The City worked closely with the urban and suburban development industries to establish an 
off-site levy to apply to all new developments. An important partnership emerged, one in which the industry 
agreed to become an enhanced steward of a growing City. The new rates took effect on February 1st of this year 
and will provide the City with a lot more financial flexibility.  
As a result, levies paid by developers to The City will now cover the cost of infrastructure needed for new 
communities, as well as upgrades to infrastructure for established communities. Those costs have to be paid one 
way or another. With the new levy, the cost of necessary infrastructure is included in the purchase price, rather 
than hidden through property taxes or utility fees.  
The key elements of the new off-site levy are: 

• Developers will pay for water and wastewater treatment in new and established communities city-wide; 
• Developer levies will cover the full cost of water distribution, wastewater collection, drainage, 

transportation (roads, intersections, traffic signals, bridges), and community services (libraries, police 
stations, fire halls) in new communities; 

With this important policy established, the stage is set for the next steps. New development in established 
communities means real change for the residents who live there, and added wear and tear on public amenities. 
Increased density can also mean a dramatic increase in property tax revenue. As part of the levy discussion, The 
City agreed to work with the urban developers, and the communities experiencing redevelopment, to find ways 
to reinvest in aging infrastructure. Communities experiencing significant change will see a direct benefit, with 
improvements to valued amenities like parks, sidewalks, recreation centres, and libraries.  
Over the next year, I will be meeting with Ward 7 communities to talk more about community improvements 
resulting from redevelopment. 
For more information, and to sign-up for the Ward 7 e-newsletter, please visit 
www.druhfarrell.ca.
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ECCA Membership Drive
During February and March, communities throughout 
Calgary will be holding their membership drives. The 
Federation of Calgary Communities has declared March 
“Membership Drive” month. 
The Eau Claire Community Association has been a non 
profit, volunteer run organisation since 1992 and over the 
past 23 years volunteers have worked to make Eau Claire a 
vibrant connected community – with a lot of effort going 
to reviewing development plans. We have had an effect – 
and we think positive - on almost all new construction 
projects in Eau Claire over more than 20 years. To do all 
these things we need members and volunteers. During 
February and March, the ECCA will be approaching all 
condominiums in the community as well as businesses to 
purchase memberships. We are asking the Boards of 
Directors in each building to purchase membership for all 
residents in their building. We can then offer a discount 
due to bulk purchases. Once again we are hoping that the 
support from the approximately 1500 residential units in 
the community will be over 95% as it has been in past 
years. A high membership rate means the ECCA has a 
stronger voice when dealing with City Agencies, the 
Calgary Police Service, and developers re planning issues, 
crime , noise and graffiti issues, and other problems which 
concern you and your neighbours. 
Please support our membership drive. Check with your 
condominium board of directors to see if they have 
purchased memberships for your building. To keep you 
informed, we publish a newsletter five time a year – 
available on our website eauclaireca.com. Feel free to 
contact us through the email contact via the website or by 
mail. Connect with us via Twitter or Facebook. Through 
your financial contributions and support we can work 
together to make the Eau Claire Community a great place 
to live.

Was your New Year’s Resolution a Success? 
By the end of January, most people’s New Year’s 
Resolution are a thing of the past. But the desire to be 
healthy and more active is probably still nagging at you. 
So where do we go from here?  
What is a habit, the Oxford Dictionary defines it as a 
settled or regular tendency or practice, especially one 
that is hard to give up. Our lives are full of habits we 
have picked up since we were babies. Some are good 
habit, some not so great. Are these daily mindless 
actions that we perform the secret to a new and 
healthier you?  
A healthy habit is a behaviour or action which is 
automatic, characteristic by repetition that is 
beneficial to one’s physical or mental health. Examples 
of good healthy habits include a well-balanced healthy 
diet, regular exercise and proper rest. But as we all 
know, good habits are hard to form. So start small! 10 
jumping jacks before you go to bed each night; 3 
pushup before dinner; 5 minute mediation after 
lunch. Be sure to fit it into an already formed habit to 
ensure success.  
Here are a few things to think about: 
*Where do you learn the most about healthy habits? 
Why? 
*Which one of your friends or family members have a 
lot of healthy habits? What are they?  
*How long does it take for you to develop a new 
healthy habit? 
Take Action:  
*Choose one new healthy habit you would like to 
become part of your everyday life (keep it simple and 
small at first) 
*Keep track of how well you are doing (it’s ok to have 
’slip-ups’) 
*Keep going forward and trying until the habit 
becomes part of your life. 
Here are a few ideas to start: 
*Substitute refined sugar for something natural such 
as stevia, raw cane sugar or honey 
*reduce the amount of salt you have in your diet  
*try water sautéing instead of using oil 
*try alternative to white bread like sprouted wheat  
*walk up the stairs instead of taking the elevator 
If looking for a fun, supportive community 
environment while working on your goals check out 
some courses offered at your nearest YMCA branch. 
The sky is the limit. Enjoy life, be happy and healthy 
every day! 
Submitted by Fran Wu, Program Manager 
YMCA Calgary, The Gray Family Eau Claire YMCA

Dates to Remember 
February 14 ........................................................................................
Valentine’s Day  

February 15 Family Day ..................................................................

February 20   Coldest Night of the Year ....................................

March 8 International Women’s Day  .........................................

March 13 Daylight Savings Time Starts ....................................

March 17  St. Patrick’s Day .............................................................

March 20  First Day of Spring ........................................................

March 25 Good Friday  ....................................................................

March 27  Easter Sunday ................................................................

April 1 April Fools’ Day ....................................................................

June 8 ECCA Annual General Meeting ...............................

June 18 Neighbourhood Day..............................................



Just a walk, 
(or skate)

in the park
Your private getaway - all day.

Early Bird Menu nightly 4:30pm-5:30pm

403-261-7670  river-cafe.com



Mailing address 
c/o Eau Claire YMCA 
101 - 3 Street SW  
Calgary, Alberta T2P 4G6
www.eauclaireca.com

ECCA News is published  
five times a year by the Eau Claire 
Community Association. Please send your 
community related information or 
advertising to info@eauclaireca.com

Submissions from outside sources do not 
necessarily reflect those of the ECCA 
Board of Directors

Printed by Canterra Reprographics

facebook.com/eauclaireca @eauclaireca

February 20, Eau Claire Market 

The Coldest Night of the Year is a 
family friendly walking fundraiser 
that raises money for the hungry, 
homeless and hurting in 100+ 

communities across Canada. On February 20 participants, 
teams, faith groups and agencies serving the homeless will once 
again walk a 2, 5 or 10 kilometer route beginning at Eau Claire 
Market. To register for the event go to https://
coldestnightoftheyear.org/home. Register to walk or to donate.

Celebrate Freedom to Read Week! 

Who chooses what you read, listen to, and view? Freedom to Read 
Week, February 21 – 27, is an annual event that raises awareness 
about censorship and encourages Canadians to reaffirm their 
commitment to intellectual freedom. Celebrate your right to read 
with Calgary Public Library’s online contest. Starting Feb.1, post 
your favourite banned book to the Library’s Facebook page or 
Twitter account (@calgarylibrary). On Feb 19, one lucky entry will 
be chosen to win a bundle of banned books. Be sure to watch and 
see which challenged book is officially presented to City Council to 
mark this annual event. 

https://coldestnightoftheyear.org/home
https://coldestnightoftheyear.org/home


Realty Professionals
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

#10, 6020-1A St. SW

Calgary, AB T2H 0G3

(877) 259-4141

richardbergeron.com

(403) 819-2331

condos@richardbergeron.com

With more than 25 years of experience, this seasoned 
professional is truly your area specialist. 

W
hen it comes to buying or selling a condo, there is no substitute for 

experience. Having serviced Calgary’s inner city condo communities 

for more than two decades, Richard Bergeron is certainly not short on this 

invaluable asset. You’re not likely to find a real estate professional more 
knowledgeable of the intricacies of this complex market than Richard.  

From the moment you first meet Richard it’s clear he is an 

accomplished professional who knows what he’s talking about. As 

the process progresses, you’ll see that Richard’s many years in 

the industry have given him keen insights into the nuances of 

Certified Negotiation Expert designation to ensure you maximize 

your investment. So, if you’re looking to buy or sell, put the power  

of experience to work for you. Call Richard Bergeron today.  

Calgary’s unique condo market. He uses this knowledge and his  

RICHARD BERGERON
Associate Broker

Certified Condominium Specialist
Certified Negotiation Expert


