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Eau Claire 5th Annual Skating Party a Success!!
Sunday, February 8 dawned clear and chilly but that did not 
deter over one hundred skaters from strapping on the blades 
and enjoying a skate on the Princes Island Park Lagoon. They 
also enjoyed hot chocolate, cookies, treats, a fire to warm the 
toes and could partake in a skate fundraiser for KidSport, all 
hosted by the Eau Claire Community Association. This was 
the fifth year that the ECCA has hosted a skating party at the 
Lagoon and each year has seen an increase in the number of 
skaters and the number of volunteers for the event. Along 
with skating, outdoor curling was available for fun.
KidSport provided the Skate Shack where free skate rentals 
were available to all. KidSport believes that no kid should be 
left on the sidelines and provides support in order to remove 
financial barriers that prevent them from playing organized 
sport. ECCA provided the funds to rent the Skate Shack and 
organized the skate fundraiser by providing bibs and prizes 
for the skaters. Competition was fierce for the wood 
medallions with over 400 laps and approximately 180 
kilometres skated for KidSport. Next year will see an increase!
As with all out door events, this event is weather dependent! 
ECCA thanks the City of Calgary for providing the fire pit 
and wood that helped take the edge off the cold for the skaters 
(and volunteers!). We also thank the City for taking care of 
the ice, Karin for providing the prizes for the skaters, 
KidSport for the skate shack, River Cafe for the cookies and 
hot chocolate, and all the volunteers that offered to help.  Let’s 
continue to build community through events such as these.



ROBERT COTE
Helping you get where you want to be
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Grade 6 Students can get a 
FREE Membership 

to the YMCA!
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Dates to Remember
..........................................February 14 Valentine’s Day

.................................................................February 16  Family Day

....................................................February 19  Chinese New Year 

....................................February 21   Coldest Night of the Year

.......................................March 8 Daylight Savings Time Starts

.............................................................March 17  St. Patrick’s Day

.........................................................March 20 First Day of Spring

ECCA President’s Report
In this, our first newsletter of the Year your Board 
extends its best wishes for the New Year to all the 
residents of Eau Claire.  It promises to be a particularly 
busy one for ECCA as many of the long-contemplated 
projects for the neighbourhood approach more concrete 
planning and construction stages. 

One of the comments I heard repeated at last fall’s 
Annual General Meeting was that there is a lot going on 
in terms of new projects in Eau Claire.  That’s exciting to 
see, as they promise to bring more life, more retail and 
other services to the community.   It is particularly 
encouraging to see many of these projects reflect some of 
the ideas that ECCA has promoted for the development 
of the community.

I hope in that sense that many of you attended the open 
house on December 11 for the West Eau Claire Park, 
particularly for development and improvement of the 
river pathway.    The Association helped support this 
project through the use of the funds provided by 
developers for upgrading of public lands in the 
community.

While active involvement in and following of the 
planning process has been a priority for the Association 
for the last several years, and will undoubtedly continue 
to be, as Eau Claire grows we are going to be engaged in 
other activities to support a stronger community.  Part of 
that involves strengthening our contacts with 
neighbouring communities.  At our last Board meeting 
for example we had an excellent review with Maggie 
Schofield, executive director of the Downtown Business 
Association to help explore ways that we can promote 
business development in the area that will add to the 
quality of life in Eau Claire. Another new initiative the 
Association is pursuing is creating, with the co-
operation of the City, a “Little Free Library” where 
residents can exchange books for reading. We are also 
investigating interest in and the implications of creating 
a possible Community Garden, space for which was 
included in the proposals for the West Eau Claire Park 
plan. And I hope many of you attended our 5th annual 
Eau Claire skating party on Sunday, February 8 at the 
Prince’s Island lagoon. 

In closing I want to extend the thanks of the Board to 
Paul Denaeghel, your outgoing ECCA president.  Paul 
served the Association in that capacity for many years 
and was deeply committed to ensuring that the residents’ 
association was always consulted in the major planning 
issues affecting our community and to 
developing the vision of Eau Claire as a vibrant, safe 
residential community.   

ECCA President - Jim Hughes

Calgary Public Library
  located at 616  Macleod Trail SE

Wonder. Seek. Discover. Share. 
Pick up our new program guide, Library Connect, 
for all of the wonderful programs and events the 
Library has to offer. Register in person, online at 
calgarylibrary.ca, or by calling 403-260-2620. 
Registration for March programs will open 
February 18. This Winter the Central Library is 
proud to host:

eBooks and Library Apps Coaching
Drop in for help with Library apps including 
OverDrive, 3-M Cloud, Zinio, Freegal and Hoopla.  
Devices must be set-up and ready to use before the 
program.  Familiarity with your device, including 
passwords needed to access apps, is required.
Thursday, February 12
6 - 7:30 p.m.
Main Floor 

Using the Internet for Career Planning
Learn about the Career planning process, research 
learning options and develop a career plan. In 
partnership with Alberta Works.
Saturday, February 28
10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
3rd Floor Learning Lab

Small Business Tuesdays: Basics of Small Business 
Taxes
Join us for a general information session on topics 
such as corporate vs. personal income taxes, GST, 
payroll and types of remuneration. Presented by tax 
managers from KPMG LLP.
Tuesday, March 17
6:30 - 7:45 p.m.
Lower Level - Meeting Room 2

The Central Library 
will be closed 
Monday February 16, 
2015
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Message from Ward 7 Councillor - Druh Farrell
   Civic Charters: A tool for financing growth:
   In keeping with our recent (and rather dry) newsletter theme on growth and taxes, I 
   wanted to share one solution under 
   In keeping with our recent (and rather dry) newsletter theme on growth and taxes, I 
   wanted to share one solution under consideration: The Civic Charter. A bit of history: The 
   City of Calgary’s current legal arrangement with the Province of Alberta stems back to the 
   days of Confederation when over 80 percent of Albertans lived on the family farm. Canadian 
cities were considered “creatures” of their province, with limited powers of self-determination.  Now, over one 
hundred years later, with 83 percent of Albertans living in cities, little has changed in our regulatory relationship.   
(Fun fact: Municipalities in Alberta are only required to do two things - hold elections and bury people.)
To raise revenue, Alberta cities are limited by the Province to property taxes (widely considered a regressive tax) and 
user fees.  Faced with extreme growth bursts, Calgary is unable to charge for the full cost of new development.  We are 
dependant on other orders of government for grants, while services long considered Federal or Provincial 
responsibility, like affordable housing or low-income subsidies, are being downloaded to the City.  
After decades of discussion, the Government of Alberta, the City of Calgary, and the City of Edmonton signed an 
agreement in late 2014 to negotiate a Civic Charter. The key areas under discussion are Governance, Planning and 
Development, and Assessment and Taxation. 
A Civic Charter could allow Calgary to look at different funding methods other than property taxes, including the 
ability to negotiate with developers for full-cost recovery rather than the current system of taxpayer-funded operating 
costs and debt-financed infrastructure costs. A charter could also help Calgary be more nimble and responsive to wild 
growth swings.   
The concept of a charter goes far beyond financial independance. It could also allow us to make our own decisions on 
important issues like campaign finance reform, residential speed limits, building codes and safety standards, and 
quotas for affordable housing in new communities. 
The issues around funding growth will continue to be part of our discussions at Council. I will share more about the 
Charter negotiations as they progress.  In the meantime, please feel free to visit druhfarrell.ca for more information 
regarding Ward 7 and other issues facing our city. 
North Central Light Rail Transit (LRT) and the Green Line
RouteAhead, Calgary Transit’s 30-year plan, proposed the Green Line LRT route to run from North Pointe in the 
northeast all the way to Seton in the southeast.  In January, City Council approved Centre Street as the alignment for 
the North Central portion of the line.  The route selection process involved extensive public engagement over 18 
months. 
Centre Street is Calgary’s busiest bus route. Current counts of 35,000 daily trips (the same as the West LRT) are 
expected to increase to 60,000 to 70,000 trips over the next 60 years.  It became clear through the analysis that 
providing LRT up Centre Street would deliver transit service to more Calgarians and become our busiest train route.  
The next step will be to determine the route into and through the downtown – a complicated endeavour due to the hill 
and the river.  Planners are exploring four scenarios, from surface rail, to deep tunnelling, to elevated rail, or a 
combination of all three.  Designers will continue to engage communities along the route plus refine project costs for 
the four options. For more information visit www.calgarytransit.com/nclrt or follow @RouteAhead on Twitter. 

Happy Valentine’s Day 
There are various theories on the origin of Valentine's Day, but the most popular dates back to 
the time of the Roman Empire during the reign of Claudius II, 270 A.D. Claudius didn't want 
men to marry during wartime because he believed single men made better soldiers. Bishop 
Valentine went against his wishes and performed secret wedding ceremonies. For this, 
Valentine was jailed and then executed by order of the Emperor on February 14. While in jail, 
he wrote a love note to the jailor's daughter, signing it, "From your Valentine."
The history of giving your loved one Valentine’s Day flowers comes from the old-fashioned 
custom of sending floral bouquets to pass on non-verbal messages. Introduced in the 18th 
century by Charles II of Sweden, each flower had a specific meaning attached to it, making it 
possible to have an entire conversation using only flowers.
The red rose is a traditional symbol of love and passion and has appeared in paintings, poetry and songs for 
hundreds of years. Sending a single red rose on Valentine's Day is usually understood to mean ‘I love you'.

http://www.calgarytransit.com/nclrt
http://www.calgarytransit.com/nclrt
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Mailing address 
c/o Eau Claire YMCA
101 - 3 Street SW 
Calgary, Alberta T2P 4G6
www.eauclaireca.com

ECCA News is published
five times a year by the Eau Claire 
Community Association. Please send your 
community related information or 
advertising to info@eauclaireca.com

Submissions from outside sources do not 
necessarily reflect those of the ECCA 
Board of Directors

Printed by Canterra Reprographics

facebook.com/eauclaireca @eauclaireca

ECCA Membership Drive
During February and March, communities throughout Calgary will 
be holding their membership drives. The Federation of Calgary 
Communities has declared March “Membership Drive” month.
The Eau Claire Community Association has been a non profit, 
volunteer run organization since 1992 and over the past 22 years 
volunteers have worked to make Eau Claire a vibrant connected 
community – with a lot of effort going to reviewing development 
plans. We have had an effect – and we think positive - on almost all 
new construction projects in Eau Claire over more than 20 years. 
We are presently working with planners and developers on the 
Concord , the Oxford, City Centre Tower, Shaw Building 
renovation and other projects. We are reviewing and commenting 
on plans for the Eau Claire Market redevelopment. We are working 
on the West Eau Claire Public Realm design – a master plan to 
improve the riverfront park areas on the south side of the Bow 
River from 10th St SW to the Eau Claire Market.
To create a connected community, the ECCA held a social event in 
June at the Oceana Restaurant. We wanted to encourage residents 
of the area to meet, enjoy each others company, and in doing so, 
support a local business. For the 5th year in the row, we are 
organizing a skating party at the lagoon this year on Feb 08. We are 
working with the Calgary Horticultural Society to expand our 
plans for a community garden and we've designed and built a 
“Little Free Library” - to be installed once the frost comes out of 
the ground.
To do all these things we need members. During February, the 
ECCA will be approaching all condominiums in the community as 
well as businesses to purchase memberships. We are asking the 
Boards of Directors in each building to purchase membership for 
all residents in their building. We can then offer a discount due to 
bulk purchases. Once again we are hoping that the support from 
the approximately 1500 residential units in the community will be 
over 95% as it has been in past years. A high membership rate 
means the ECCA has a stronger voice when dealing with City 
Agencies, the Calgary Police Service, and developers re planning 
issues, crime , noise and graffiti issues, and other problems which 
concern you or your neighbours.
Please support our membership drive. Check with your 
condominium board of directors to see if they have purchased 
memberships for your building. To keep you informed, we publish 
a newsletter five time a year – available on our website 
eauclaireca.com. Feel free to contact us through the email contact 
via the website or by mail. Connect with us via Twitter or 
Facebook. Through your financial contributions and support we 
can work together to make the Eau Claire Community a great place 
to live.

Did you know: (a little tidbit from the Weather Channel):
That people who live in northern colder climates cry more than 

people who live in warmer climates!!!

February 21, Eau Claire Market
The Coldest Night of the Year is a family 
friendly walking fundraiser that raises money 
for the hungry, homeless and hurting in 65 
communities across Canada. On February 
21participants, teams, faith groups and 
agencies serving the homeless will once again 
walk a 2, 5 or 10 kilometer route beginning at 
Eau Claire Market. With over 3500 homeless 
people in the City of Calgary this walk is a 
tangible way to make a difference for Calgary’s 
homeless, hungary and hurting. Last year over 
600 Calgarians walked on a night with a low of 
-17 degrees. To register for the event go to 
https://coldestnightoftheyear.org/home. 
Register to walk or to donate.

https://coldestnightoftheyear.org/home
https://coldestnightoftheyear.org/home





